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Have you seen the other issue of 


SUPER DETECTIVE LIBRARY 


on sale at all newsagents now 


LESLEY SHANE 


and the 


HOUSE OF MYSTERY 


Lesley Shane, famous girl detective, solves 
this baffling mystery by making herself 


a target for murder! 


64 ACTION-PACKED PICTURE PAGES 


There are two issues of Super Detective 
Library on sale the first week of every month. 
Why not place a regular order now and 
avoid disappointment ? 
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RICK RANDOM and the riddle of 


JHE Ce p 
ANISHING } E PLE 


DETEETNE OF OF THE SPACI 


IN THE TWENTY~FIRST CENTURY 
HEAD OF THE INTER -PLANETARY uReAU) 
GATION ~ THE 1.8.1 ~HE WA 
CALLED UPON TO SOLNE. MYSTERIES WHICH 
TOOK HIM ALL OVER THE UNIVERSE. 


IS CASE BEGAN IN LONDON~LONDON 
INTHE YEAR 2040. 


-Al GIRL'S CAR HAD SWERVED 
THE ROAD FOR NO APPARENT 

REASON AND CRASHED INTO THE 

BASE OF NELSON'S COLUMN. , 
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THE TWO MEMBERS OF THE Paucs y pmedl 
SKYWAY PATROL QUICKLY GOT ei ¥ 
EVERYTHING UNDER CONTROL. OMe 













FORCRD THE CROWD BACK, THE Me 
OTHER HELPED THE DRIVER FRO ia 
THE WRECK. me 







STEADY X 
7 NOW, MISS 

~ you’vE 
HAO A BAD 









mot 


WORKING WITH THE EFFICIENCY OF LONG 

PRACTICE, THEY FOLLOWED AN EMERGENCY 

PROCEDURE. FIFTEEN SECONDS TO S&T UP 

THE COLLAPSIBLE RECLINING CHAIR.... 

TEN SECONDS TO SURROUND iT WITH THE 

SCREEN OF DILINIUM— A VENUSIAN METAL 

AS UGHT ANO THIN AS ROSE PETAL 

AS STRONG AS STEEL. eg YOU_ GOT 
: i THE SCANNER, 


JACK ? 







THE SCANNER’ WAS THE LATEST 
ADDITION TO THE POLICE EMERGENCY 
EQUIPMENT, IN REALITY [T WAS THE 
LATEST TYPE OF PORTABLE X-RAY 
CAPABLE OF SHOWING BROKEN BONES 


THE ‘VIT-JUICE’ WAS THE NEW, FAST— 
ACTING NERVE SEDATIVE THAT LEFT THE 
USER STILL MENTALLY ALERT. 


CAN YOU TELL 
US WHAT 
HAPPENED, 
miss? 


iy 

A MAN JusT \~ 

VANISHED/ RIGHT 

INFRONTOF 
MY CARS 


NOTHING BROKEN 
~ NOTHING RUPTURED 
THAT t CAN SEE. 


WELL~ 
A ORINK OF 


READY TO TALK 
TO us. 


BECAUSE THERE WAS VERY LITTLE | 
IMPORTANT NEWS THAT DAY, THE GIRLS 
STORY WAS CARRIED ON THE LONDON 
REGION TELE-NEWS REPORT. 


y THE GIRL, MISS 


ESME JONESTES, 
SAYS A MAN 
DISAPPEARED 


TO GET IN THAT 
STATE / 





i 
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BUT SOME PEOPLE TOOK THE REPORT 
SERIOUSLY. IN A LONDON OFFICE, THREE 
MEN, 6Y THE NAMES OF GRANT, SLOAN AND 
BAYSWATER LISTENED TO THE NEWS . 

ki a a eas MiSs 


JONESTES 
INSISTS THAT 


BUT WE HAD AG 
TO OO IT THEN, CxMS 
GRANT. A5x ef — 
BAYSWATES. Le ; 
A _ wf SLOANS 
—— ’ RIGHT, WE WAITED 
= A WEEK TO LINE-UP 


QO SE A clear sHor aT fS 
= ae NO eae 


AND IN HIS PENT-HOUSE APARTMENT ON TOP OF 
LONOON'S NEWEST AND TALLEST SKYSCRAPER, RICK 
RANOOM ALSO FOUND THE STORY INTERESTING. MISS JONESTES 


DESCRIBES THE MAN \ 





REACHING A SUOOEN OECISION, THE 
FAMOUS SPACE OETECTIVE RAPIDLY 
PUNCHED OUT A NUMBER ON THE 
EPI~PHONE. 


IMPORTANCE. 
FISHER, CHAIRMAN OF THE INTERPLANETARY 
BOARD (OF iCH oO 


* 


Say 
\ ke 
Ws 
x 


(7 WAS OR.FISHER'S PRIVATE NUMBER 
THAT RICK CALLED. tN A FEW SECONOS 


HIS PERSONAL FRIEND, 


ABOUT THE 
JONESTES GIRL 
AND THE MAN W? 
VANISHED 7 


THERE ALWAYS HAO BEEN THIS 
CURIOUS LINK BETWEEN THE TWO 
FRIENOS WHICH FREQUENTLY MEANT 
THAT EACH KNEW WHAT THE OTHER WAS 
THINKING ~ BUT WITHOUT EITHER OF 
THEM BEING REALLY AWARE OF IT. 


ARE YOU 
THINKING ABOUT 
.BEAUGRANOIS, RICK ? 
YOU THINK HE COULD 
BE THE MAN IN THAT 
GIRLS STORY ? 


{ WONT, GO THAT 
FAR ~ BUT THAT 
DESCRIPTION FITS 
BEAUGRANOIS VERY - 

OSELY. 





7OU HEARD 
FROM an 


VET 


NO -ANO iM 
GETTING WORRIED. 
PERHAPS ¥oUO 
BETTER INVESTIGATE 


THIS, Ex > A 





RICK NEXT GOT THROUGH TO HIS Gwit 


OFFICE AT 16.1. HEADQUARTERS AND SPoxKel. 


TO ONE OF HIS SECRETARIES. 


j 
<—\\ 
ANO WHEN YOU: GET 
MISS JONESTES, ASK 
HER IF SHE'LL COME ALONG 
TO MY APARTMENT. THATS 
ALL. OH, YES —1F SHE'S 
WORRIED ABOUT THAT 
APARTMENT ROUTINE - TELL 
RER SHE CAN BRING HER 
GRANOMCTHER ALONG AS A 
CHAPERONE, ; 





ALTHOUGH HE DIONT KNOW {T, THOSE 
FEW WORDS STARTED RICK OFF ON 
ANCTHER STRANGE CASE - 1N SOME 
WAYS ONE OF THE STRANGEST OF 
TREM ALL. 





= 


WHILE HE WAITED, RICK REVIEWED IN | 
HIS MIND WHAT HE KNEW ABOUT OR. | 
BEAUGRANDIS AND HE IMMEDIATELY | 
REMEMBERED THE KRONKITE METEOR. 


FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY THERE HAD 
BEEN BITS AND PIECES OF INFORMATION. 
ABOUT A STRANGE METEOR THAT SEEMED - 
iO BE MOVING ACROSS THE DEPTHS OF 
OUTER SPACE AT A SPEED FAR GREATER 
THAN ANYTHING ELSE PREVIOUSLY 
SIGHTEO. RELIABLE ASTRONOMERS HAD 
CAUGHT GLIMPSES OF IT BUT IT SEEMED 
TO BE FOLLOWING AN ERRATIC 

PATTERN ANO NOBODY SAW IT LONG 
ENOUGH FOR OETAILEO Study, 





IN 1997, IT STARTED TO TRAVEL ALONG A 


KRONKITE. ALTHOUGH IT WAS THOUGHT BEST TO 
KEEP THE NEWS FROM THE PUBLIC, HIS PREDICTION 
STARTLED THE TOP-LEVEL SCIENTISTS TO WHOM IT. 
WAS REVEALEO., 


UNLESS SOMETHING 
UNEXPECTEO HAPPENS, IT WILL 
CROSS THE ORBITS OF THE 

OUTER PLANETS OF THE SOLAR 
SYSTEM, MISSING THEM ALL 
EXCEPT MARS. ON FEBRUARY 19TH 
2031 THE METEOR WILL HIT MARS 
AT ABOUT IT'S EQUATOR. 


THE SIZE-OF MARS, | CAN 
PROMISE YOU ONE Ae ne 


EXPLOSION... PERHAPS 
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DR. KRONKITE WENT ON 10 DESCRIBE WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO EARTH WHEN MARS 


EXPLODED, AND 'T WAS A TERRIFYING PICTURE. 





AS THE YEARS PASSED, IT BECAME 
INCREASINGLY EVIDENT THAT THE ++. AND $0, 

GENTLEMEN, GIVEN THE 
MONEY ANO THE = 
FACILITIES, | CAN DESTeOY 2. 
THE KRONKITE METEOR , 
BEFORE IT ENTERS THE //, 9% 
SOLAR SYSTEM. i. 


DISASTER. THEN, IN AUGUST OF 2019, | gm ga cn 

AN OBSCURE SCIENTIST WAS _ ba EP 6 27h 
IGRANTED, A HEARING BY THE. == 
'BOAROS’ INNER COUNCIL. HIS 

NAME WAS BEAUGRANDIS . 


xt b NC 7 RP 
_ At = ae \ z 


x 

afar 7 

TOP LEVEL SCIENTISTS STUDIED ANO APPROVED THE PLAN ANO WORK WAS 
COMMENCEO IMMEDIATELY. THERE WERE MANY DIFFICULTIES TO OVERCOME ANO MANY 
UNEXPECTEO PROBLEMS TO SOLVE,8UT FINALLY, THEY WERE READY. ON AUGUST 25, 


2027, THE BEAUGRANDIS PROJECTILE WAS AIMED AT THE KRONKITE. METEOR AN: 
LAUNCHED FROM PLUTO ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM. 


THERE SHE 
GOES! SHE'D 
BETTER CONNECT! 


yF WELL—~ AT LEAST 
WE HAVE ANOTHER 
iN RESERYE, 





THE GREAT PROJECTILE 
HURTLED THROUGH OUTER 


HEADED DIRECTLY TOWARDS 
THE SPEEDING METEOR, 


{T WAS TWO YEARS BEFORE THE 
TWO OBJECTS MET—~ BUT, WHEN 
THEY O10, THE EXPLOSION WAS 
ONE OF THE MOST TERRIFYING 
SIGHTS EVER SEEN AS THE 
METEOR DISINTEGRATED. 


wo 


Ay * 


“AND THAT, RICK RANDOM THOUGHT TO HIMSELF 
SG HE RECALLED THESE TREMENDOUS 
VENTS , WAS WHAT MIGHT HAVE, HAPPENED 

ETO THE WORLD, BUT FOR THE GENIUS OF. 

DR. BEAUGRANDIS ! 


AT HIS OWN REQUEST, BEAUGRANDIS HAD RECEIVED NO PUBLIC RECOGNITION FoR 
HIS ACHIEVEMENT. A SHY AND RETIRING MAN, HE WAS PRACTICALLY UNKNOWN TO 
THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE. FOR THE PAST FIVE YEARS HED BEEN LIVING ON MARS 
AND IT WAS FROM THERE THAT HE HAD CONTACTED OF. FISHER A FEW DAYS 


PREVIOUSLY, 


OF CouRSE, oR. 
BEAUGRANDES, I'LL BE 
GLAD TO SEE YOU ANY 
TIME YOU CARE TO 

NAME. ~ 


THANK YOU. ILL BE 
COMING TO EARTH ON 
THE INTERPLANETARY 
SERVICE ON FRIDAY. | WILL 
ARRIVE AT IO O'CLOCK 


BEAUGRANOIS SHOULD HAVE SEEN THE PREMIER 
THREE DAYS PREVIOUSLY BUT HE HADN'T SHOWN 


HIM UNTIL HE HEARD THE NEWS STORY 
ABOUT THE MAN WHO HAD VANISHED NEAR 
f NELSON'S COLUMN AND SO CAUSEO THE. 
ACCIDENT TO ESME JONESTES. 





ALL THESE THODSHTS RAN THROUGH 

RICK RANDOMS MIND WHILE HE WAS MiSS JONESTES ARRIVED AS SCHEDULED 
WAITING FOR HIS SECRETARY TO AND RICK IMMEDIATELY STARTED QUESTIONING 
PHONE BACK ABOLT MISS HER ABOUT THE ACCIDENT. 

JONESTES. CLEARLY, RICK'S FIRST 

STEP MUST BE TO TALK TO THE 

GIRL: SHE MIGHT BE ABLE TO- 

IDENTIFY THE VANISHING MAN AS 

BEAUVGRANDIS. RICK WAG ROUSED 

FROM HIS THOUGHTS AS HIS 

TELEPHONE RANG. IT WAS HIS 

SECRETARY. 


everyeooys 
2 BEEN MAKING FUN OF 
. f ME SINCE IT HAPPENED. ONE 
SHE'LL BE THERE OF THE REPORTERS SUGGESTED 
WITHIN AN HOUR, MR. 1 MADE UP THE STORY TO 
RANDOM. —-~- ESME EXPLAIN MY BAD ORIVING. ve 
JONESTES [S$ ATOP HONOURS BEEN ACCUSED OF BEING 
GRADUATE OF ADVANCE ORUNK. BUT EVERY WORD OF 
COLLEGE, OXFORD - HAS HIGH IT 1S True! 
INTELLIGENCE ANDO IS 
GENERALLY CONSIDERED To 
BE A RELIABLE WITNESS. 


1S THE you 
PICTURE AT ALL MAN! 115 THE REALLY MEAN 
oN HE ACTUALLY 


tS THAT 


FAMILIAR, MISS ae MAN ¢ SAW 


VANISH FROM DISAPPEARED ? ¢ 


MR. RANDOM, ONE 

MINUTE -- OR, RATHER 

ON CONO HE WAS 
THE PICTURE WAS ONE OF OR. THERE. THE NEXT 
BEAUGRANDIS . . . SO THEIR WILD SECOND HE WASN'T. 
SUSPICIONS WERE TRUE AFTER ALL / 





AS THE GIRL TALKED, RICK FELT MORE 
ANO MORE INCLINED TO BELIEVE HER. 
THE STORY WAS FANTASTIC AND WITHOUT 
EXPLANATION - BUT HE BECAME CONVINCED. 
eee IT HAD HAPPENED AS SHE 


NATURALLY | WAS 
STARTLED, | TURNED MY 
HEAD IN ALL DIRECTIONS TO 
SEE IF HE COULD HAVE STEPPED 
ASIDE... AND OF COURSE, MY 
CAR WENT OUT OF CONTROL AND 
BANG INTO NELSONS COLUMN. 


THE UNEXPLAINED DISAPPEARANCE OF 
ANYONE WAS A MATTER FOR CLOSE 
INVESTIGATION:-: - - WHEN IT WAS A 
MAN LIKE BEAUGRANDIS THE CASE .WAS 
ONE TO DEMAND RICK'S OWN UNDIVIDED 
ATTENTION .- ae 





IVE ACTUALLY BEEN ABLE To 
+ TRACE BEAUGRANDIS’ STEPS FROM 
THE SECONO HE ARRIVED IN LONDON. 
THEY LEAD TO TRAFALGAR SQUARE 
AT APPROXIMATELY THE TIME ESME 
JONESTES SAID SHE SAW HIM. 
AFTER THAT~NOTHING/ HE DID, IN 
FACT, OISAPPEAR AS COMPLETELY AS 
THOUGH HE'O NEVER EXISTED. 


THREE OAYS LATER, RICK WAS NO CLOSER 
TO A SOLUTION, THE WHOLE THING -WAS 
NOT ONLY BAFFLING BUT FRUSTRATING - 
AS HE EXPLAINED TO DR. FISHER OVER A 
GAME OF THREE -DIMENSIONAL CHESS. 


J TELL you, MARIUS, 
I'VE NEVER RUN INTO 
ANYTHING LiKE IT 

BEFORE. ITS WEIRD, 











MAYBE YOUD BETTER 
TAKE A TRIP To SCIENCE 
CITY AND TALK TO THE BACK- 
ROOM BOFFINS THERE. PLL 
PHONE AHEAD AND SET UPA 
MEETING OF THE SCIENCE 
COUNCIL FOR you. 














JAN HOUR LATER, RICKS HELICAR WAS SETTL 

] A LANDING ON ONE OF THE ROOF-TOP HELIPADS ar ree 
R SCIENCE CITY. AS ALWAYS, HE WAS IMPRESSED By THE 
AERIAL VIEW OF THIS BEAUTIFUL CITY BUILT SINCE THE 
BEGINNING OF THE 2ST. CENTURY AS THE SCIENCE 
CAPITAL OF THE GALAXY. 


INN 
i i 


1 
° 
a 
pans 
py 
o 
~ 


BEFORE THE MEETING, RICK CHATTED BRIEFLY WITH THREE OLO FRIENDS HE'O MET 
FOR THE FIRST TIME WHEN THE TIME MACHINE WAS DEVELOPED. THEY WERE OR. 
BRUNOBURHG, AND HIS DAUGHTER JENNY AND HER HUSBAND MARTIN HART. 


EEN Ti DR. ERIKA 
SVENSEN TWINS . 
? WILL BE HERE 
eee BUT NOT OR. 
GERDA. 
HER AROUND FOR 


A FEW gees 
i 
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WHEN THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO 
ORDER, RICK WASTED NO TIME | UNDERSTAND 
GETTING TO THE SUBJECT THAT WAS f=» DR. FISHER HAS BRIEFED 
BOTHERING HIM. YOU ALL BY EPIPHONE, SO 
t WON'T GO OVER IT ALL 
AGAIN. FRANKLY, 1 00 NEED 
YOUR HELP OR, AT THE VERY 
LEAST, YOUR SUGGESTIONS. 
THIS IS A FANTASTIC 
SITUATION ~SO DONT 
HESITATE TO OFFER (OEAS 
. THAT MAY SOUND EQUALLY 
» FANTASTIC. 


















SINCE THEY ALL WORKED WITH RICK BEFORE 
ANO KNEW HIM WELL, THEY TOOK HIM AT HIS 
WORD AND DISCUSSED THE MATTER FREELY. 
FIRST, THE GREAT NEGRO SCIENTIST. OR. G'MOGO. 





t SUPPOSE 

You’'vVE THOUGHT OF 
A JUMP INTO TIME 
TO ACCOUNT FOR THE 
WAY BEAUGRANDIS 








YES- AND 
DISCARDED i. THERE'S \/ 
NO EVIDENCE OF A TIME 
MACHINE IN THE VICINITY 
AND OF COURSE, HE'D 
HAVE To BE STANDING 
RIGHT WITHIN IT'S SPHERE 
F EFFECTIVENESS. 











THERE WAS EL MAMUOD, FROM ARABIA. 


HOw ABOUT A 
OISINTEGRATOR 
RAY GUN >? 


WE THOUGHT 


ABOUT THAT SUT, 
AS YOU KNOW, THE 
RAY LEAVES A RESIOUAL 


STAIN AND THERE'S NO 
SIGN OF IT ON EITHER 
THE ROAD OR THE CAR. 


WHEN THE MEETING BROKE UP FIVE HOURS LATER, THE PROBLEM REMAINED AS 
BAFFLING AS BEFORE. HOWEVER, AS RICK WAS PREPARING TO LEAVE SCIENCE 
ci DR. ERIKA SVENSEN RUSHED UP TO HIS HELICAR WITH A DISTURBING BIT OF 


or 
f RICK, 
THINKING ABGUT 
BEAUGRANOIS 
HAS STARTED'ME 
WORRYING ABOUT, 


DONT TELL 
ME YOUR SISTER 
HAS OISAPPEAREO 
760, ERIKA. 





| HAVENT SEEN 
HER FOR THREE DAYS. 

AT FIRST | THOUGHT SHE'D 
GONE ON ONE OF HER 
TRIPS BUT....WELL, YOU KNOW 
GERDA. SHE CAN NEVER GO 
AWAY WITHOUT DAYS OF. 
PREPARATION. BESIDES — 

SHE WOULON'T LEAVE 

WITHOUT TELLING ME. 


IT WAS DR. FISHER CALLING HIM. 


THE SCRAMBLER. 


RICK DID WHAT HE COULD TO RE-ASSURE THE 
WORRIED LADY-SCIENTIST—- BUT THEY BOTH KNEW 
THEY WERE ONLY EMPTY WORDS AND THE 
PROBLEM WAS VERY MUCH ON HIS MINO AS HE 


TO THINK IN TERMS 

OF PATTERNS. 

THE STRANGE AND 
SUDDEN DAB ARTEREANCE: 


HIS THOUGHTS WERE 
INTERRUPTED BYA , 
@ CALL ON THE VEHICLES 


APPENED 
: : AGAIN, RICK- 

RICK, WED ONLY THIS TIME 
BETTER USE WE'VE GOT A 


PICTURE OF IT. 


THIS {Ss 
CONFIDENTIAL. 





A eicTuRE / 
HOW ? WHERE ? 


F 


THE PREMIER EXPLAINED THAT A TELE 
CA’ MA 


ABOUT LONDON TRAFFIC. WHILE HE 
WAS LINING UP HIS CAMERA FOR THE 
RST SEQUENCE, HE’O NOTICEO A TALL, 


; aare 5 aT 
THATS OR. ry 
YANTIC, THE 

PHYSICIST, (LL GeT 

HIM INTO THE SHOT 

JUST FOR ATMOSPHERE, 


| 
OISTINGUISHED LOOKING MAN WALKING 
TOWAROS HIM... AND RECOGNIZED HIM, 


THE CAMERAMAN HADN'T NOTICED ANYTHING WRONG UNTIL HIS FILM HAD BEEN 
DEVELOPED AND HE WAS RUNNING IT OFF IN THE PROJECTION ROOM FOR THE 


HEAD OF THE AGENCY. AOE OE Zz 
ri 1 (sia: 
—— rr 
4S a 


GETTING DR. 
VANTIC IN THE 
PICTURE, EH ? 


THE HEAD OF VIDI- NEWS AGENCY, GEORGE 
. GRANTUS, WAS ON THE INTER-PLANETARY 
BOARD, AND CONTACTED DR. FISHER IMMEDIATELY: 





—————__ —— 


ON RICKS SCREEN APPEARED Two 
STILL PICTURES TAKEN FROM PARTS 


OF THE MOvIE FILM THAT HAD COME 
RIGHT NEXT TO EACH OTHER. THE FIRST, | 


DR FISHER WENT LN - 












SHOWEO GR. VANTIC, THE SECOND DIONT. 






YOU CAN Rog t 


THE REST, RICK. VANTIC | ‘N\ 
RCTUALLY DISAPPEARED 
WHILE THE CAMERA WAS 
ON HIM. YOU CAN LOOK Ar 
THE FILM WHEN YOU GET 
BACK - BUT TLL NOW SHOW 
YOU STILLS SVE HAD MADE Se 
TWO FRAMES IN SEQUENCE 
















THE OIFFERENCE IN TIME SETWEEN 
THOSE TWO PICTURES WAS '/32 OF A 
SECOND - ANO THAT REPRESENTED THE 
TIME tT TOOK DR. VANTIC TO 
DISAPPEAR. 

























HOWEVER, IT 
1S THE FIRST REAL 
PROOF THAT IT 
ACTUALLY IS HAPPENING. j 
YOU REALIZE IF THIS STORY 
GETS OUT, THERE'LL BE 





PUBLIC PANIC. 






THE HEAD OF VID! - 
NEWS SENT THE FILM 
OIRECTLY TO ME AND 
SWORE THE CAMERAMAN 


<= 
TRE NEXT (INCIDENT 7 MANK BLORG— TALL ANO 
LEANLIKE MOST OF THIS 

RACE OF JUPITERIANS — WAS 

ONE OF THE MOSS BRILLIANT 
SCIENTISTS FROM His ° 


BLORG ~ONE OF THE 
HAIRLESS PEOPLE 
OF JUPITER. 


D 
MANAGED TO RENT ONE 01 
LONOONS FEW REMAINING 
MEWS COTTAGES. : 


THE OTHER PERSON INVOLVED WAS BIFF KELLY— 
A GREAT HULKING BULLY OF A MAN WHO HAO. 
AN UNREASONING HATRED OF ALL MEN FROM - 
OTHER PLANETS, ANO CONSTANTLY CALLED 

| THEM “BuG- MONSTERS ? 


BIFF _KELLYS FAVOURITE 

HANG-OUT WAS A PUBLIC HOUSE 

AROUNO THE CORNER FROM 

MANK BLORG'S COTTAGE. ON A 

NUMBER OF OCCASIONS HE'D é : =] 
WATCHED THE JUPITERIAN p THE O1lrty \_4 
COMING OR GOING AND THE BUG -EYED 
HATRED GREW. : 





THEN, ONE AFTERNOON, BIFF KELLY - rs 
FOLLOWED MANK BLORG INTO THE Mews. STAY HOME 
HE CAUGHT-UP WITH HiM JUST AS TRE WHERE YOU BELONG, 
HAIRLESS MAN REACHED THE DOO2 OF MONSTER. 

|THE COTTAGE. 


WHILE THE JUPITERIAN WAS DOWN, BIFF 

KELLY TRIED TO KICK HIM IN THE FACE SUT 

MANK CAUGHT THE FOOT ANO TWISTED 
——— 


70 Sa 


| 
A 
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THEN MANK BLORG LANOED A HO2D BLOW 
TO BIFF KELLY’S JAW AND THE Bucy 
WENT DCWN. 


you 
AIN'T THROUGH 
WiTH ME /ST, 





S he aa 
AS HE SPOKE, | BIFF'S HANO CLOSED 
OVER A LOOSE BRICK. 


BIFF KELLY'S AIM WAS TRUE. THE @RICK 
WAS RIGHT ON TARGET ~ EXCEPT THAT THE 
] TARGET WAS NO LONGER THERE. WERE 


Gre 

Z 
YD ni 
1 i 
g 


WG 
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THAT WAS WHEN IT HAPPENED! 











THERE REALLY WAS ONLY ONE THING FOR BIFF KELLY To 
DO-AND HE DIO IT. HE WENT BACK TO HIS FAVOURITE 
PUB AND GOT _ HIMSELF EXTREMELY DRUNK~ WHICH 
Bee eeALey’ BROUGHT HIM TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 





ALIEN / t TELL You, 
IT WAS THAT DIRTY 
Mi R. HE 


ONSTER, 
OISAPPEARED. 


HE CONTINUEO TO RAVE ALL THE WAY TO THE 
POLICE STATION. HE WAS STILL RAVING AS THE 


ONTO THE ROOF-TOP COPTER-PAD...AND HE “~€ 
WAS OVERHEARD BY TWO NEWS REPORTERS. 


LOUNGING NEAR-BY. 
TELL You 
HE GOT INVISIBLE, 
THAT BUG-EYED 
MONSTER GOT 
INVISIBLE. | BET 
HE'S FOLLOWING 
ME RIGHT NOW, 


THE & FOUNO IT INTERESTING AND ; 
PERSUADED THE POLICEMEN TO ALLOW THEM TO TALK ass ANO SO HELP 
TO THEIR PRISONER, WORD SPREAD QUICKLY THROUGH ME, (F WHAT 1 SAY 
THE POLICE STATION AND SIFF KELLY WAS SOON AINT TRUE ~ EVERY WORD 

e OF IT-ULL NEVER TAKE 
WAS WILLING JO LISTEN TO HIM, HE STOPPED - ANOTHER ORINK AS LONG 
FIGHTING AND TOLD HIS STORY. . AS I LIVE, ON THIS I 

j GIVE MY SOLEMN CATH. 












‘| REALLY IMPORTANT NEWS WAS ‘STILL LACKING, SO ALL THE NEWS SERVICES 
USEO THE STORY. FOR THE MOST PART, THEY TREATEO IT LIGHTLY. 





ee 
> 
la. 


ef ofa er 
rE 








ves AND 
THAT 1S THE 
STORY OF BIFF 

KELLY AND THE 
INVISIBLE 





PAtLY OSOOR mowens we, f 
twee 


VANISHING 
/ REPLACE PINK ELENA 


MR. BIFF NELLY TO0, 
YO WAVE DONE garrce M8 
ae 4 FANTASTIC 
NSTER THAT VANICW 
SEFORE THE #igHT aac. 


FO 
MR KELLY SAID, “So ; 
fae 12, "SO NE Oo. 
‘nae 4 itso btsA tPPEARED” ap dicey pH * 
wash Ms 2 THE WORSE Fog 87 


ie 


—STER DID 





QUT ONE NEWS SERVICE TOOK THE MATTER QUITE SERIOUSLY- AS DID SOME OF 
IT'S VIEWER - LISTENERS. . , 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE THREE MYSTERIOUS AND IN RICKS OFFICE..... 
MEN-GRANT, SLOAN ANO BAYSWATER IN 
THEIR LONDON OFFICE. 


WHEN MR. BIFF 
KELLY WAS ABLE TO TALK 
MORE COHERENTLY, HE, 
ADMITTED THAT THE ‘MONSTER 
HAD REALLY BEEN A JUPITERIAN. - 
OUR REPORTER CHECKED 
THE MEWS WHERE HE SAID 
THE FIGHT OCCURED... 





eee HE FOUNO THAT ONE 

OF THE COTTAGES WAS i 
RENTEO TO A JUPITERIAN BY 
THE NAME OF MANK BLORG 
WHO SEEMS TO HAVE MYSTERIOUSLY 
DISAPPEARED. WE ALSO LEARNED 
THAT HE ACTUALLY IS OR. BLORG, 
THE FAMOUS PHYSICIST FROM 
JUPITER. ALONG WITH THIS, WE 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DISCOVER... 





ANO OR. FISHER ALSO HEARO THE NEWS 
IN HIS OFFICE AT THE HEAOQUARTERS OF 


THE INTERPLANETARY BOARD. 


«eeTO DISCOVER THAT 
SEVERAL OTHER SCIENTISTS 
HAVE ALSO DISAPPEARED. WE 
CAN ONLY GUESS WHAT iS 
BEHIND THIS STARTLING MYSTERY. 
WHY HAVE THEY VANISHED? WHY 
HAS iT ONLY BEEN SCIENTISTS ? 


MEANWHILE, GRANT, SLOAN AND 
BAYSWATER WERE ALSO DISCUSSING 


THE MATTER. 


(WAS AFRAID 
OF THIS. | TOLD You 
RIGHT ALONG THAT WE 
WERE GOING ABOUT IT 
THE WRONG WAY. 


* SO. 
WHAT'S THE 


ALTERNATIVE ? 


AS THE NEWSCASTER STARTED TO READ 
ANOTHER ITEM, OR. FISHER SNAPPED 
OFF THE SET ANO ASKED HIS SECRETARY 
TO CONTACT RICK RANDOM. 


PLEASE STRESS 
THAT THE MATTER 


> 
EVERYTHING ANO COME 
TO My OFFICE 
IMMEDIATELY. TELL HIM 
THE PRIORITY IS ‘RED 
EMERGENCY. 


WE'RE INTO THIS 
THING TOO DEEPLY NOW 
TO BACK OUT. WELL HAVE TO 
CHANGE OUR PLANS AND 
GET DR FISHER NEXT- 


le WY 





RICK HAD ONLY JUST ARRIVED AT OR. 

FISHER’S OFFICE WHEN ANOTHER RICK, | ASKEO 

VISITOR WAS ANNOUNCED, IT WAS THE MISS NORA ELORA 

GIRL HE’O WATCHED READING THE TO COME HERE 

NEWS ONLY A FEW MINUTES BEFORE, BECAUSE | BELEIVE 
oS x THIS SITUATION IS 
ie FAR MORE SERIOUS 

THAN WE FIRST 
THOUGHT. 


THEN 1 
WAS RIGHT, 
——— VA DA eTHING 
at 14 ae . 1 
Li a ie FUNNY GOING 
i h le xj i j 
mrt We 
eee 
AT DR. FISHERS REQUEST, RICK TOLD NORA ELDRA ALL THAT WAS KNOWN AND, AS 
HE SPOKE, HE REALIZED HOW LITTLE IT WAS. 


YOU GENTLEMEN 
HAVE GIVEN ME A 
PERFECTLY WONDERFUL 
STORY. 1 CAN SCOOP 
EVERY OTHER NEWS 
SERVICE WITH IT. 


| REALIZE You 
COULD, MISS ELORA. — 
BUT 7M AFRAID You‘RE 
NOT GOING 10. YOURE 
NOT GOING To USE EVEN 
ONE WORD OF WHAT WEV 





YOU MUST BE MAD, OR. 
FISHER —IF YOU'LL PARDON . 
ME SAYING SO. HOW CAN YOU 
EXPECT ME TO PASS UP A 
STORY LIKE THIS ? 


yOU REALIZE, 

OF COURSE, IT 
WOULO BE QUITE 
EASY FOR ME TO 
HAVE YOU PUT IN 


‘PROTECTIVE cusToDY 4/3 
7 


ANDO HELO UNTIL THIS 
BLOWS OVER. | WONT, 


BOTH RICK ANO THE PREMIER TOLO THE 
GIRL THAT THE STORY WOULD, BE Too 
DANGEROUS TO USE. THEY DESCRIBED THE 
POSSIBLE PUBLIC PANIC IF IT WAS GENERALLY 
BELIEVED THAT PEOPLE WERE DISAPPEARING 


MYSTERIOUSLY. 
w= 


SURELY (T MUST Wr aN 
BE KNOWN BY Now. yy 


AFTER ALL, 1 HAYE | SS 
ALREADY BROADCAS im: == 
A STORY. Z . 


— 


WHICH, AT THIS 
MOMENT, tS BEING 
OFFICIALLY OENIED. 


(Li KEEP QUIET 
ABOUT THIS STORY {Ff 
YOU LET ME WORK WITH 
RICK RANDOM IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO SOLVE IT. 





WORK WITH 
RICK RANDOM ? NORA ELDRA— 
you HAVE JUST (sOME 
BECOME MY RIGHTL7 =. 
HAND MAN-ER- XS 
WOMAN. 


WE HAVE A CHOICE OF TWO 
WAYS OF TACKLING THIS.... WE EITHER 
FIND OUT HOW THEY ARE DISAPPEARING... 
OR WHY ? OBVIOUSLY, IF WE KNOW HOW— 
WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO TRACE THEM AND 
THEN FINO OUT WHY. THEREFORE, | THINK 
IT’S LOGICAL TO GO AFTER THE FIRST METHOD. 
BESIDES —1 ALREADY HAVE A VAGUE SORT 
OF AN IDEA, IT SOUNDS FANTASTIC ~ BUT SO 
{S THIS WHOLE CASE... ANO ''O RATHER 
NOT EXPLAIN TO ANYBODY UNTIL I'VE 
FOLLOWED IT THROUGH A LITTLE FURTHER, 
a 
ee 
US, 


= 


Sse 


~ 
~ ae 


3 
Ao é 
eA 
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——————— 
BEFORE DOING ANYTHING ELSE. RICK DECIDED TO HAVE A CHECK MADE ON SOME 
OF THE LEADING SCIENTISTS THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE TO SEE JUST HOW MANY 
HAD ACTUALLY DISAPPEARED IN SUCH A MYSTERIOUS MANNER. a 


4 


= 


WHAT 
IS THIS, 
RICK ? 


THIS, 0 SAY, IS 
THE NERVE CENTRE 
OF THE GALAXY. .. THE 
HUB OF CIVILIZATION 


ON THE PLANETS ANDO 
THE STARS. IT’S THE 
MAIN OPERATIONS 
ROOM OF THE ‘ 
INTERPLANETARY 
COMMUNICATIONS 
CENTRE. 


nes 


RTT] 








SN dues 

TROMOONOO, T 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS. HE 
COMES FROM RIGA Ill WHOSE 
INHABITANTS HAVE AN 
AMAZING BRAIN CAPACITY 

_\ AND. PHENOMINAL MEMORY. 


HE ACTUALLY HAS SIX 
BRAINS UNDER THAT SKULL. 
: pz 

i 


= 1 oi 


BY THE TIME RICK HAD FINISHEO HIS 
EXPLANATION, CON TROMOONOO WAS 

WITH THEM AND RICK TOLO HIM WHAT HAD 
TO BE OONE. 





NCES 





ie 
= 
4 
| 

pases) 


THEIR SIX BRAINS CAN 
WORK EITHER AS A UNIT OR 
SEPARATELY, COMBINEO, THEY 
CAN OUT-THINK ANYTHING EVER 
BORN BUT SEPARATELY ~ WELL, 1 YE 
SEEN THEM WORK OUT SIX 
OIFFERENT INTRICATE MATHEMATICAL 


AS 
PROBLEMS SIMULTANEOUSLY. UNOERSTANO IT, 


ON THIS LIST, , 
IMMEDIATELY - 





A 


BY SHORT TRIP JET-SCOOTER, RICK AND 

HIS NEW ASSISTANT NEXT MADE A FAST, 

CROSS ~ COUNTRY JUMP TOWARDS LANOS 
END AND THE LIZARD. 


LOOK AHEAD 
YOU'LL SEE 
JUST OFF THE 
ENO OF THE 

LIZARD. 


WELL~ WE'VE ALREADY 
HAD AUTHORIZATION FROM 
DR. FISHER AND MY OPERATORS 
ARE NOW BUSY CLEARING THE 
RCUITS INR 


WHERE 
ARE YOU GOING 
NOW, RICK ? 





SUPER DETECTIVE L.—101 





AT THE SPEFO THEY WERE TRAVELLING, 
THEY WERE MAKING THEIR LANOING 
APPROACH ALMOST BEFORE NORA HAD A 
CHANCE TO LOCATE THEIR DESTINATION. 


SATELLITE 8? BUT, RIKK— 
THAT'S THE PRISON SATELLITE 
FOR EARTH ANO MARS. YOU MEAN 
OR. FISHER MEANT IT AFTER ALL ? 
He’S REALLY GOING TO HAVE ME- 
LOCKEO UP IN WHAT HE CALLS 
‘PROTECTIVE CUSTODY” 


OONT BE SILLY. HE 
GAVE YOU HIS WORD AND 
HE’LL KEEP IT. NO- WERE 
JUST GOING UP TO SEE 
SOMEBODY, THAT'S OUR 
ROCKET OVER THERE. 


33 


34 


IN A FEW MINUTES, RICK AND 
NORA WERE HURRYING ACROSS 
THE TARMAC TOWARDS THE GREAT 


SHUTTLE ROCKET THAT WOULD TAKE} ' | 


THEM TO SATELLITE 6. 


Ty RADISED a 


NES 

L/ AHEAD BNO THEYRE \ 
MAKING A SPECIAL 
TRIP WITH US, THEY 
SHOULD BE READY 
TO START AS SOON 
AS WE ARE ASOARD. 


[ieee 





25 
WITH AN EAR-SPLITTING SQUEAL, THE 
ROCKET FINALLY ROARED AWAY ON !1'S 
JOURNEY TOWARDS THE MAN-MADE 
SATELLITE SPINNING ENDLESSLY JUST 
ABOVE THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE. 






WITHIN A FEW MINUTES THE GIANT 
ROCKET WAS LIFTING MATESTICALLY ON 
TAILS OF FIRE, 










SLOWLY THE SPEED INCREASED AND 
THE GAP BETWEEN IT AND ITS RAMP~ 
BERTH GRADUALLY WIDENED. 






THE FLIGHT LASTED ONLY S6 

MINUTES DURING WHICH THE SPEED 

STEADILY INCREASED TO NEARLY 

{7,000 MILES PER HOUR. FINALLY, 

AT A HEIGHT OF 1100 MILES ABOVE : 
THE EARTH'S SURFACE, THE Rocker A «=. 


WN RICK-ITS 
NS MAGNIFICENT. I'VE 
SN SEEN PICTURES, OF 
SS COURSE, BUT 1 NEVER 
A OREAMT iT wouLD BE | 
4 =f ANYTHING LIKE THIS. 
WHAT ARE THOSE 
LITTLE BUG-THINGS 
BUZZING ABOUT > 


TAxE US ACROSS To 
\THE SATELLITE. 





AS RICK HAO PROMISED, THEY =~ 2” 
WERE SOON ABOARD ONE OF THE 
ACROSS 70 THE GREAT ESCAPES 
OSS TO GRE - GOING TO SEE 
PROOF PRISON. ©. | At THE PRISON? 
4 ONE OF THE 
ee INMATES ? 


“NO, NORA ~ONE OF 
THE MOST BRILLIANT 
SCIENTIST - TECHNICIANS |! 


MBWANGO. HE'S ALSO A / 
PSYCO- PHYSICIST AND y/ 
A MEMBER OF THE 


PRISON STAFR 7” 
f 


A LITTLE LATER, AS THEY RODE THE 

ESCATRACK ALONG THE PRISON'S CURVED , yOURE™AIEO 
CORRIDOR, RICK TOLO NORA OF SOMEBCDY A] GOING 70 MEET 
Staats ek CMe : SOMEBODY VERY 


CHARLIE ? 
WHO IS HE ? 
WHAT'S THE 


yout. SEE. 
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i 

THEN THEY WERE AT DR. M’BWANGOS 
LABORATORY WHERE THE FAMOUS 
|, SCIENTIST WAS WAITING To GREET THEM. 


YS RE SRW EM 

SON ne as 

RICK-AND IM : LES 
GLAD 1 CAN BE OF a 


~ & 
“A ie. 


HELP TO YOU ONCE NNSA 


as 
THANK you, 
DR. M’BWANGO. 
{ HAVE You GOT 
THE INFORMATION 
1 ASKED FoR ? 


r 


YOU SEE, NORA, | ASKEO 
OR. ’BWANGO TO APPLY TO 
CENTRAL RECORDS FOR ALL 
AVAILABLE DATA ON THE PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE DISAPPEARED. IN THAT 
WAY WE CAN FINO ANYTHING THEY 
ALL HAVE IN COMMON. 


YES -ANO MORE. OON 
TROMOONOO HAS SENT THE 
NAMES OF TWELVE MORE TOP- 
RANKING SCIENTISTS WHO HAVE 

| DISAPPEARED —- SOME FROM EARTH 
“OTHERS FROM OIfFFERENT PLANETS 


aA 
CONSIDERABLE TIME-LAG BEFORE ME 
HEARS FROM PLANETS IN OUTER— 
SPACE. ! HAVE THE HISTORIES OF TNE 
TWELVE AS WELL. 





DR. M'BWANGO LEAD THEM INTO HIS LABORATORY AND NORA GASPED wiTH 
AMAZEMENT. 


THAT'S 
Ee? 


| he = = _ 


(CALL Him 
CHARUE BECAUSE 
HE NOT ONLY PRINTS 

HIS ANSWERS To THE 
QUESTIONS pee AS 
HIM-HE Hi 


Pi VOICE ano (ACTUALLY 
ae THEM. 












AS NORA WATCHED, RICK AND DR. 
MBWANGO BEGAN TO FEED INTO THE 
MACHINE ALL THE TAPES CONTAINING 
DETAILS OF THE MISSING SCIENTISTS, 





“CHARLIE” 
WHATS iS BUSY 
HAPPENING? CHEWING OVER 





THE FACTS. 


TO BE FAIR 
tO USE H 


Ee 
RSTATEMENT OF 
THE MILLENIUM. 





BUT BEFORE “CHARLIE” WAS READY, 
THERE WAS A SUDDEN INTERRUPTION. 
IT WAS LEE CHONG, GOVERNOR OF 
SATELLITE & PRISON. 









Rick~#i SORRY 
TO INTERRUPT BUT I've 
Just RECEN A*REO 
EMERGENCY’ PRIORITY 
MESSAGE FOR You. 








TERRIBLE NEWS, 
RICK. DR. FISHER’ | 
HAS DISAPPEARED. 


DR. FISHER? 
DISAPPEARED? 
ARE YOU CERTAIN? 


NO DOUBT 
ABOUT (7. THE 
INFORMATION 
CAME FROM 
YOUR CFFICE. 


AT ALL COSTS, 
TION 


BE TERRIBLE 
RESULTS IF iTS 


TOO LATE, 
AFRAID. IT'S 
ALREADY OvT 
ANO THERE HAVE 


BEEN PUBLIC 
DEMONSTRATIONS, ’ 


, THEYRE 
CALLING BACK 

iN FIVE MINUTES 
WITH ALL AVAILABLE 
INFORMATION. 





WERE WAITING FOR IT IN 
GOVERNOR LEE CHONG'S 
OFFICE. THE FACTS WERE 
STARTLINGLY FEW 


CALL. THE PREMIER 


TOOK THE CALL ANO 
THEN CANCELLED 
HIS APPOINTMENTS 
FOR THE AFTERNOON 





APPARENTLY, THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE PRIME MINISTER HAO OCCURRED 
WITHOUT FUSS OR INCIDENT. EACH STEP HAD APPEARED QUITE NORMAL. 







AFTER THE PHONE TAKE Se a e NS Be 
gouvensarion, Os: /To'AKE Misem| | >: 

¢' 
TO THE ROOF-TOP for sicace, 
HELIPAD WHERE 

HIS CHAUFFEUR 

WAS WAITING. 


OROPPING DOWN THE HALL OF 
STATUES ~ LARGEST OF THE BUILDINGS 
HOUSING THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART. 


iN A FEW MINUTES, THEY WERE 
ONTO 














DR. FISHER LEFT HIS HELICAR 
INSTRUCTING THE CHAUFFEUR (U, BE BACK 
7O WAIT. ENTY. 


in TW oe 
FIVE MINUTES. 





THE PREMIER WALKED ACROSS THE 
ROOF, STEPPED INTO THE GRAVCHUTE 
TO ALLOW THE REDUCED GRAVITY TO 
OROP HIM TO GROUND LEVEL. 


WITHIN MINUTES HELICOPS OF THE 
1B! EMERGENCY SQUAD BEGAN TO 
CONVERGE ON THE POINT. 


RICK TOLO HIS OFFICE HE WOULD BE 
RETURNING IMMEDIATELY AND 
OE-ACTIVATE THE SCREEN. IT WAS 
NORA WHO SPOKE FIRST. 


RICK, WHY OID THE 
CHAUFFER PUT IN 
THE EMERGENCY. 


RRANGEMEN 
ANY TIME OR. FISHER 
tS 10 MINUTES LATE 
WITHOUT SENDING A 
MESSAGE, THE 
CHAUFFER IS ORDERED 


WHEN OR. FISHER HAD BEEN SONE 


BUT IN SPITE OF ALL THE 
SEARCHING, THERE WAS 

RBSOLUTELY NO TRACE OF OR. 

FISHER. THE PREMIER HAD VANISHED! 


iY 
I'vVE_ORDERED 
YOUR ROCKET 
TO STAND By. 





RICK REMEMBERED THAT THE GIANT THEN RICK ANDO NORA WERE IN THE 
ELECTRONIC COMPUTOR—ANALYZER GREAT ocker STARTING THE JOURNEY 
HAD BEEN WORKING OUT THE BACK TO EARTH WHICH LOOKED LIKE A 
VALUABLE INFORMATION REGARDING| | GREAT GREEN BALL BELOW THEM. 

THE MISSING SCIENTISTS - 


WHEN VOU GET THE 
INFORMATION, DR. MBWANGO, 
WILL, YOU PLEASE RELAY {T’ 


ALTHOUGH IT WAS ALWAYS AN THEN THE LANDING RAFT WAS BELOW 
EXCITING SIGHT TO BE RETURNING ANO THE ROCKET STA IT'S APPROACH 
TO EARTH FROM SPACE, BOTH RICK _ LE : 

AND NORA WERE IMPATIENT. : 


WHAT'S YouR 
PLAN WHEN WE 
| \ GET Down, Rick ? 


No, | Don‘T. 
HE WOULD 


GOING To FINALLY 
START PICKING UP SOME 
\ WORTHWHILE INFORMATION 





HELICAR, RICK AND NORA WASTED NO 
TIME GETTING THERE. 


'M SURE 
em tT HAD 
Wy SOMETHING TO 
OO WITH THAT 
EPIPHONE CALL 
HE RECEIVED, 
NORA. fo 


i 


“s : 7 7 ! 
FA \ 
iL mom } 


mii 

LANDING THE HELICAR ON THE ROOF 

OF THE HALL OF STATUES, RICK AND. & Ee 
c GIRECTOR. 


|NOR4 WERE SOON IN THE GRAVCHUTE IN 
J4 CONTROLLED DROP TO GROUND LEVEL. 


f 


p 


WHY DO 
YOU THINK THE 
EPIPHONE CALL 
WAS CONNECTED 
WITH HIS VISIT 
HERE * 





COULD BE. 
ANYWAY, I'VE 
ASKED To HAVE 
SOME INFORMATION 


SEES TO ME 


THE DIRECTOR OF THE HALL OF STATUES] } THE ANT-MAN LEFT RICK AND NORA 
WAS M’'P-KAA TRONTRELTRUP- ONE OF ALONE TO REVIEW THE INFORMATION 
THE ANT PEOPLE FROM THE MIRA THAT HAD BEEN TRANSMITTED AND 
SYSTEM. THEY MET HIM IN HIS OFFICE. PRINTED ON THIN CAROS By THE MICR 
é FOTO-FAX (MRF) 
| HAVE BEEN 
EXPECTING YOU, 
RICK RANDOM. QUITE 
A LOT OF INFORMATION 
HAS JUST COME IN 
FOR YOU ON THE | 


! = 


Cay 

. BZ 
J THIS 1S VERY INTERESTING, 
y NORA. WE 


6 NOW KNOW THAT 85 
SCIENTISTS HAVE DISAPPEARED — 
AND DR. FISHER, OF COURSE. OF THE 
GO WHO DISAPPEARED FROM EARTH, 
45 CAME TO LONDON AND THEN 

VANISHED. 
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I'M GOING To 
on. TALK TO W'P-kAA 
one SENT? TRONTRELTRUP FOR 
EATEN EAT: A MOMENT. YOU GO UP 
TO THE HELICAR-TAKE 
THIS KEY-UNLOCK THE 
BOX UNDER THE 
PiLoT’S SEAT AND 
BRING ONE OF THE 
LITTLE TRANSPARENT 
DISCS YOU FIND IN IT. | 


¢ 


| 


OF THE 45. WHO CAME TO 
LONDON, WE'VE FOUND OUT 
THAT 40 OF THEM WERE 
KNOWN TO HAVE SET OUT FOR 
THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART. 
IN EACH OF THOSE 40 CA . 
THEY WERE COMING TO THE 
L OF STATUE: 


¥ THE 
MACHINE, A MAN JUMPED OUT AND 
STARTED To RUN AWAY. la 


tka NOT REALLY 
EPECUNG TROUBLE 


~ BUT You'’D BETTER 
TAKE MY STUN-GUN. | 
DO YOU KNOW HOW 
¥O USE IT? 


Ly 





AT NORAS WORDS, THE MAN SWUNG FIRING THE STUN-GUN SET OFF THE 
S IN THE BUILDING 


AROUNO AND STARTEO TO RAISE HIS OWN AUTOMATIC ALARM 
GUN~ BUT NORA HAO THE AOVANTAGE AND WITHIN MINUTES RICK AND THE 
AND FIRED FIRST. ANT-MAN WERE WITH NORA. 


WS) aaa 
NORA WAS A GOOD SHOT AND HIT HIM 
WITH THE MARGINAL RAY WHICH ONLY 
PARALYZES. THE CENTRAL BEAM WOULD 
HAVE KILLED HIM. 





RICK STEPPED INTO HIS HELICAR TO CALL AN IBi 
EMERGENCY TEAM TO COME FOR THE INTRUDER. 





NOTHING ON 
HIM TO GIVE A CLUE 
= ANO. HE'S OUT FOR 


P{\ KEEP HIM ON ICE 
OL 7 eaNUNTIL HE COMES 


= ROUND. 
B 
Ze 


BUT RICK'S MAIN PURPOSE WAS TO ~ 
PLANF- THE SMALL DISC HE'D TAKEN 
FROM HIS HEUICAR.. HE PRESSED IT . 
AGAINST THE WALL ABOVE THE DOOR 
AND 1D JHE SELF-ADHESIVE BACK HELD 


~S 


ALTHOUGH IT APPEARED TRANSPARENT, 
iT WAS NOT—BUT A SPECIAL CHEMICAL 
PROCESS CAUSED IT TO TAKE ON 

THE COLOUR OF WHATEVER IT 
TOUCHED. THEREFORE IT WAS QUITE 


UNDETECTABLE FROM A 
DISTANCE OF MORE THAN TWO 


WHEN RICK RETURNED TO THE ROOF, 
NIGHT WAS FALLING. THE iB/ 
EMERGENCY TEAM MAD ARRIVED, SO HE 
TOOK THE SERGEANT IN CHARGE ASIDE 
AND SPOKE TO HIM QUIETLY. 


1 WANT You TO 

OELAY YOUR 
OEPARTURE AS L 
AS POSSIBLE — HALF-AN- 
HOUR, IF YOU CAN~ AND 
KEEP THE ANT-MAN 
WITH YOU UNTIL YOU ,, 
LEAVE. UNDERSTAND 2/ 





WITH NORA IN HIS HELICAR, RICK THEN TOOK OFF 


AND FLEW DIRECTLY INTO THE CLOUDS. HE THEN 
TURNED TO THE GIRL AND SPOKE VERY SERIOUSLY. 
. EN S A 


_~ 


.NORA -1 
PROMISED You 
COULD BE IN THIS 
THING ALL Way. 
ARE YOU GAME EVEN k 
IF THERE'S A BITOF, 
DANGER INVOLVED * 


RICK THEN Hi CO NORA THE NEW 


ANTI-GRAV BELE THAT HAD RECENTLY - 
REPLAC! = 


ED AtL PREVIOUS TYPES 3 
PARACHUTES. 


ONE OF THESE. 
RE Ss > 
THEY'RE SATE 


youl HAVE 
7 TOME ME 
DOWN TO KEEP 


ASSURING HER THAT THE BELT WOULD 
TAKE HER SAFELY TO THE GROUND, 
RICK DEMONSTRATED BY STEPPING OUT 
OF THE CAR. NORA FOLLOWED AND 
THEY WERE SOON FLOATING DOWN. 


RICK, {S [T ALL RIGHT 


{ To LEAVE THE 


HELCAR THERE P 
ISN'T ITA MENACE ? 


ai 
NO, NORA. I've “i 
ENGAGED THE 
RADAR REFLECTOR. F 
IT WONT Move 
-UNLESS ANOTHER 
VEHICLE COMES 
WITHIN IO YARDS — 
THEN {7’LL CIRCLE 
34 AROUND AND RETURN 
4 TO THE SPOT WE LEFT IT. 


WHEN THEY BROKE THROUGH THE 
CLOUDS, NIGHT HAD SET IN COMPLETELY 
$0 THAT THEY COULD FLOAT DOWN 
UNOBSERVED 


‘LL TELL you 2 
WHAT WERE DOING, NORA. 
WE'RE HEADING FOR THE 


A THE HALL OF STATUES. 
WE'LL HIDE IN THE MOUTH 





AS THEY DROPPED DOWN PAST THE ROOF 
OF THE HALL OF STATUES, THEY COULD SEE 
THE SERGEANT STILL TALKING To THE ANT— 
MAN ON THE BRILLIANTLY LIT HELIPAD. 


N 


ENTERING THE HALL UNOBSERVED, THEY 
WERE SOON ENTERING THE MOUTH OF 
THE GREAT GRANITE WHALE. JONAH FELT 


LIKE IN THAT 
OLO BIBLE 


STORY. 


NOT LUKELY TO 
BE SWALLOWED 











NORA NODDEO ANO RICK EXPLAINED 
THAT IT WAS A MINIATURE TELEVISION 
CAMERA ANO_ TRANSMITTER. THEN HE 
SHOWED HER THE RATHER LARGE 
ABI HE HAO STRAPPED To HIS 

T. = , 





€ WSIDE, THEY SETTLED DOWN 
EHINO A GIANT TOOTH. 


RICK THEN ADDEO THAT THE DEVICE 
ON HIS WRIST WAS A TV RECEIVER. THE 
TWO UNITS WOULO ENABLE THEM TO 
BOTH SEE AND HEAR EVERYTHING 
THAT HAPPENEO IN THE ANT-MAN'S a 


1 AS HE SPOKE, THE TINY 

|RECEIVER BEGAN. . 
TO LIGHT UP ----—" 
AND THEY SAW THE 


115 GETTING 


iON THE VISIPHONE. 





ABOUT FOUR HOURS SO 
WE'VE GOT TO WORK 
ore IN CASE HE TALKS, 


fl, ACTIVATE 
ITAS SHE ENTERS 


7 THE MAIN HALLANO \f 
THEN WALK TO MEET 


fl. HER, TIMING IT SO 
HE REACHES 
IN MAN 
STATUE FIRST AND 


RICK AND NORA WATCHING THE LITTLE 
WRIGT- RECEIVER, HEARD THE ANT-MAN 
ASK GRANT WHO THE ‘ONE MORE“ 
WAS AND, WHEN HE WAS TO BE ‘SENT 
THROUGH ¢ 


AT THE 
if BASE OF 
FOUND ~ HURT SPICA xv 
BADLY-THAT'LE BRING YL IRON MAN. 
HER IN LESS THAN AN 
HOUR. WHERE 'S (TS: 
uP P 


WHEN THE CONVERSATION ENOED, RICK 
AND NORA CAUTIOUSLY PEERED OUT 
FROM THEIR HIDING PLACE To LOCATE 
THE STATUE OF THE IRON MAN FROM | 
SPICA XV. IT WAS NEXT To THE WHALE. 








USING THE TINY PROPULSION UNIT. 
CAN ¥90 INCLUOEO WITH THE ANTI-GRAY 
WARN_ DR. ERIKA iP 
SVENSEN > 


"LL CHECK ON 
WHAT DR. M’BWANGO 
FOUND OUT FROM 
R ‘CHARLIE’ WHILE I'M 
A AT IT — BUTI BET 4 | 
A KNOW THE ANSWER, 12 


AT THE LAST 
MINUTE, I'M GOING TO 
TRY TO TAKE ERIKA’S 
PLACE = BUT IF THAT FAILS, 
’M GOING WITH HER. Now 
YOU STAY HERE=-!'M GOING 
TO SUP BEHIND THE FOOT 
OF THE IRON MAN STAWUE, 


ys 





RICK HAD.HARDLY REACHED HIS NEW 
HIDI PLACE BEFORE HE HEARD 
ERIKA’S FOOTSTEPS ON THE STONE 
FLOOR. M'P-KAA TRONTRELTRUP_HEARD 
THEM AS WELL AND RICK COULD SEE THE 
TWO APPROACHING EACH OTHER FROM 
OPPOSITE ENOS OF THE HALL. 


t wt | KNEW WHERE 

THEY VE GOT THIS GADGET 

OF THEIRS — WHATEVER IT IS. 
JUST HAVE TO CHANCE IT 
AND STEP OUT THE SECOND 
BEFORE ERIKA COMES LEVEL 
WITH THE FOOT OF THIS BiG 
HUNK OF METAL. 4 


FROM THE WHALE'S MOUTH, NORA 
WATCHED THE @LONDE SCIENTIST 
APPROACH THE BASE OF THE STATUE 
BEHINO WHICH RICK WAS STANDING. 
SHE SAW RICK STEP OUT.... 


ack’ iy 
RICK RANDOM! . 
WHAT ON EARTH. 


THE ANT-MAN HAD ALSO SEEN RICK 
AND TO PREVENT HIS PLANS BEING 
FOHKED, HE ALSO CALLED OUT TO THE 
LADY SCIENTIST~ A NOTE OF URGENCY IN 





ERIKAS RESPONSE WAS AUTOMATIC. WORRIED BECAUSE SHE'D BEEN TOLD HER 
SISTER HAD BEEN HURT, SHE TUGNEO AT THE SOUND OF THE ANT-MAN'S VOICE. 


BEFORE R, 


MEANWHILE, RICK AND ERIKA FOUND 


STOP HER, SHE STEPPED FORWARD... >= 


OETERMINED TO FOLLOW WHERE EVER 
ERIKA HAD GONE, RICK QUICKLY STRODE 


AFTER HER-ANO ALSO VANISHED. 


/ 


a ie ii at 


WHERE, A MOMENT BEFORE, THERE HAD 
BEEN THREE PEOPLE, ALL NORA COULO 
SEE WAS THE ANT-MAN. 


THEMSELVES STANDING IN WHAT, AT FIRST, 
SEEMED To BEA ee NS WITHOUT WALLS 


OR CEILING — 
awn 


a, 





= gts 


cK 
THE. WALLS ? 
ANDO CEILING! 
37'S ALL GLASS, 





Jar Trie SOUNG CF VOICES BEHIND THEM RICK 






AND ERIKA SPUN AROUND. APPROACHING . BEAUGRANOIS / 
THEM WAS A GROUP OF MEN AND WOMEN— VANTIC/ BLORG! 
THEY WERE THE SCIENTISTS WHO HAD BRUNOBURHG / 
DISAPPEARED SO MYSTERIOUSLY, PEOPLE DR. FISHER / 





FROM MANY PLANETS, 


(wel, 


I 


OR. FISHER LEO RICK AND ERIKA TO A COMFORTABLE LOUNGE IN THE BUILDING 
OF GLASS. GERDA ANO OR. BRUNOBURHG ACCOMPANIED THEM. ‘ 





NOW - RICK>t 
SUPPOSE You 


WHAT Tre ALL” 7 
DISAPPEARANCE 
ABouT ? HAD CAUSED 
SOME TROUBLE ? 
THEY'RE WORRIED 
ABOUT HIM. 





ITS ALL RIGHT, 
RICK, | MADE A FILM- 
SPEECH ANO HAD IT SENT 


PERFECTLY ALL RIGHT, 





BRIEFLY DR. BRUNOBURHG EXPLAINED THAT 
THE “MATTER TRANSMITTER” WAS A MACHINE 
THAT COULO MOVE ANYTHING — INCLUDING 
PEOPLE -OVER VAST DISTANCES IN JUSTA 
FEW SECONDS. 


THE FIFTH PLANET 
eo THE STAR - 
1 . 


EE THAN 
FANTASTIC! eo. YES, RICK —-AND 
- « . » DR. BRUNOBURHG, = : YOU'LL SOON UNDERSTAND 
WHEN | CONSULTED YOU AT WHY 1 HAD TO KEEP ITA 
AT SCIENCE CITY, YOU SECRET. 
KNEW ALL ABOUT THIS ? 
















AT BRUNOBURHGS INSTRUCTIONS, HIS 
DAUGHTER JENNY BROUGHT IN A SMALL 
CAGE CONTAINING A SMALL WHITE ANIMAL 
THAT WAS STRANGELY HUMANOID IN FORM— 
EXCEPT FOR ITS TAIL AND THE FACT 

THAT ITS FULL GROWTH WAS ONLY Six 
INCHES. 


XENPHOT 1S, 
RICK ? 





IT WAS THE XENPHOT, FOUND ONLY IN THE 
STEAMING HOT JUNGLES OF VENUS. EXCEPT 
FOR THE FACT IT WAS ALMOST MINDLESS, 
BIOLOGICALLY IT WAS THE CLOSEST THING 

TO MAN YET DISCOVERED AND THUS OF 
GREAT VALUE FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH. 
ATHE OTHER IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE WAS 
A THAT (T'S TOTAL LIFE-SPAN FROM 
‘| BIRTH TO DEATH WAS NEVER LONGER 
THAN TWO MONTHS. 


1 HAD A HUNCH THAT 
THE SECRET OF ETERNAL 
LIFE HAD SOMETHING TO BO 
‘WITH IT. WS A FANTASTIC 
DISCOVERY. 


GALLOPING 
GALAXIES! 320 
TIMES 11S 
NORMAL LIFE HAS DISCOVERED 
TIME, THE PRINCIPLE OF 
ETERNAL LIFE 





60 













RICK THEN ASKED HOW LONG THE < 

‘MATTER TRANSMITTER ‘HAD BEEN IN THE MATTER 
EXISTENCE SINCE NEWS OF IT HAD TRANSMITTER * 
NEVER BEEN MADE PUBLIC. { PERFECTED JUST 





















ANO HE USED 
IT TO TRANSPORT 
THE MATERIAL 
HERE TO SET UP 
THIS FINE 
LABORATORY. 


AND TO BRING 
ALL THESE PEOPLE 
HERE. BUT WHY 
THE GREAT. 
SECRECY ? 


THINK ABOUT 

IT For A MINUTE, 
RICK=- AND {THINK 
YOULL UNDERSTAND. 
REMEMBER ~OR. 
BRUNOBURHG HAS 
FOUND THE SECRET 

OF ‘ETERNAL LIFE’ 


t THINK | DO 

UNDERSTAND. ‘ETERNAL 

LIFE’ THAT MEANS 

‘IMMORTALITY’ | WONDER 
WHETHER WE ARE 

READY FOR SUCH A 
STEP > 





NY 
VE MADE ) 
GREAT STRIDES iN y 
THE LAST TEN 
THOUSAND YEARS... 


| 
Sez] 
Wee] «+ BUT THEY INCREASED IN 
Neem] GRANDEUR... 


q FIRST, MAN STARTED TO BUILD 
HIMSELF CITIES, THEY WERE 
ee CRUDE .IN THE BEGINNING... 


«+. HE INVENTED SHIPS AND CARS 
AND FINALLY AIRCRAFT... 


W,. NOT SATISFIED, HE REACHED 

Fe| FOR THE STARS AND BUILT 
ROCKETS THAT TOOK HIM ACROSS 
GREAT DISTANCES.... 


¥O_A_ CONFERENCE ON 
RIGEL VY 





THEY WENT INTO THE 
ADJOINING SPACIOUS HALL. 
CRAMMED WITH ALL THE 
SCIENTISTS BROUGHT SO 
DEN! MYSTERIOUSLY TO RIGEL V 
THEM. WELL- WHAT IS 
‘THE DECISION > 


THE ASSEMBLY ROOM— 
THE corner Ss is STILL UNFIT FOR 


EVERLASTING Lire/ WILL, 


OSE. IN AGREEMENT, /'|/ 
RAISE THEIR HANDSZ 


THE CONFERENCE OVER, THE DECISION REACHED Twat MAN MUST REMAIN 
‘MORTAL, THERE WAS NOTHING LEFT TO DO BUT SEND THE SCIENTISTS BACK 
ue Tees PORES. THE MATTER TRANSMITTERS WERE SOON RUNNING 





SOON ALL THE PEOPLE HAD BEEN SENT i = NOW FOR 
peck EXxcePT OR. FISHER, OR. BRUNOBURHG: - THE FINAL. 
ry 
ND Rice. BLUE wes TRANSMITTERS ACT/ PUT ON 





SO-CARRYING WITH THEM THE MATTER TRANSMITTER ’ ms alee, 
THAT WOULD FINALLY RETURN THEM TO EARTH, THE ~ See. 2 ReCEAT 
THREE MEN LEFT THE GREAT GLASS DOME. TORED. es 
IN THEIR PRESSURE SUITS, THEY WALKED ACROSS \ » DR. 
THE AIRLESS LANDSCAPE.’ AT A SAFE DISTANCE, . 

THEY STOPPED, OR G@RUNOBUGHG LIFTED THE SMALL. 

RADIO-— OPERATED DETONATOR AND PRESSED THE 


WILL MAN EVER 

GE READY FOR 
IMMORTALITY ? SURELY 
THAT MUST BE FOR 
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YIPPEE! 


FOR MORE 
RIP-ROARING 
WESTERN 
THRILLS 


GET THE FOUR issues of 


COWBOY 
PICTURE LIBRARY 


64 ACTION-PACKED PICTURE PAGES 


= & 


Mi IN EACH ISSUE. 
o MEET 
HN ZZ @ AO BUCK JONES 
ear; ns Fighting Sheriff of Alkali City 
Ves ga KIT CARSON 
r King of the West 
lm tl THE KANSAS KID 
E di? AH -go-lucky, Fast Shoot- 
a - oY 2 ing, Hard-riding cowboy 
and DAVY CROCKETT 
pioneer trapper and Indian fighter. 


FOUR NEW, DIFFERENT ISSUES.— 
This month and every month 


COWBOY PICTURE LIBRARY 





A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR READERS OF 
SUPER DETECTIVE LIBRARY 


Now's he Gime to join Che 


| THRILLER 
took c Cub 


sponte 0 ok) FREE! 


You can obtain the 
famous GLINNESS 
BOOk OF RECORDS 
(published at 9s 6:1) 
FREE if you enrol a 





| The Thriller Book 





PA ee ea 


Club is owned ond friend in the Thriller 
conenolled by Foyles, a4 Book Club. Send your 
booksellers. -fomous 5 z friend’s nagne and ee 
dress (with 4s. 9d. for 
x§ ~wres te pee mentioning 
this offer. and vour gift 
LOOK A THESE > prt will be sent to you. = 
TITLES! OU ATU CUI MEHTA HHL 


Recent and forthcoming r 4 
selections include A Each month. Thriller Book Club members receive the Club's 


KISS BEFORE DYING | special edition of an outstanding recently-published book. These famous 
Pia soe ed at books are printed in clear modern type on good quality paper, 
Of FEAR by John | well-bound, complete and unabridged. And although in the ordinary 
Creasey (10s. 6d.) . THE way these books would cost 8s. 6d., f0s. 6d., or more, MEMBERS OF 
SILENT POO! by | THE THRILLER BOOK CLUB ARE PRIVILEGED TO BUY 
Patricia Wentworth : , 

(lds. 6d.) . YOUR | THEM FOR ONLY 4.! 

GOT IT COMING by | The Thriller Book Club’s selections are hooks which you will enjoy 
James Hadley Chase | reading, will he proud to own-—books by the world's greatest crime and 
(10s. 6d.) ; THE CASE mystery writers. Through the Thriller Book Club you wilf be able 


NYSED by Ene ence to build up at remarkably low cost, a first-class collection of exciting, 


Gardner (12s. 6d.). thrill-packed. entertaining hooks, Vow is the time to join! 


won — ee ee ee ce) ee ae ee ce em em me om 


To the Secretary. Thriller Book Club. £21, Charmg Cross Road. London, W.C.2. 
1 wish to join the Thriller Book Cluh, and agree to purchase the book issued each month to members 
at a cost of 4s. (postage 9d.). f agree to continue my membership for a minimum of six books and 
thereafter until countermanded. Super. Det. Lib. Apl.’57 
You may enrol through your usual booksetler if he is a member of the Booksellers Asvociation. 
‘am * f will pay for selections on receipt. 
Or if you wish to save time. postage and postal-order costs, you may send an 
advance subscription. Six months 28s. 6d. ; twelve months 57s. 
eal * f enclose 28s. 6d °57s. (strike out amount not applicable). 
* Place 4/ in the space above, as required. 
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